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SUBJECT: PROPOSED TRIPARTITE US-USSR-AUSTRALIA RADIO 
ASTRONOMY EXPERIMENT 

1 . DEPARTMENT RECENTLY LEARNED OF PROPOSED SUBJECT VERY 
LONG BASE LINE (VLBI) EXPERIMENT WHICH CONSISTS OF 
OBSERVING CELESTIAL RADIO SOURCES FROM WIDELY SPACED 
LOCATIONS. THE SIGNALS RECEIVED ARE RECORDED ON MAGNETIC 
TAPES WITH VERY HIGH STABILITY ELECTRONIC MEASURING 
EQUIPMENT. THE DATA FROM THE TAPES ARE THEN ANALYZED 

AND CROSS-CORRELATED AT A CENTRAL LOCATION. THE AUSTRALIAN 
CSIRO (COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATION) HAS BEEN AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THIS AREA. 

2. AFTER CONSULTING WITH US AGENCIES AND LABORATORIES 
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TO OFFICIAL REQUEST FROM AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY BY SAYING 
THAT USG HAS NO OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSED VLBI TEST. 

3. DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO INFORMED THE US LABORATORIES WHICH 
WILL PROBABLY BE INVOLVED IN EVENT SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENT 

IS CARRIED OUT (PLANNED FOR APRIL-MAY 1976). THESE ARE: 

CAL TECH AND NAVAL RESEARCH LAB. NSF HAS ALSO ADVISED 

THAT THE NATIONAL RADIO-ASTRONOMY OBSERVATORY, GREEN BANK, 
WEST VIRGINIA, MIGHT BE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROPOSED 
COOPERATION. 

4. SO THAT EMBASSY CANBERRA AND MOSCOW WILL HAVE 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION DEPARTMENT IS AIR POUCHING COPY 
OF LETTER RECEIVED FROM AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY. 

5. FYI. SINCE GOA MAY YET HAVE NOT APPROACHED USSR 
AUTHORITIES EMBASSY MOSCOW SHOULD NOT MAKE THIS PROPOSED 
EXPERIMENT KNOWN TO THE SOVIETS. END FYI. KISSINGER 
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